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Firestone range grows...

Firestone is an iconic tyre brand and rightly claims to be renowned for its heritage of
strength and reliability. It has been reinforcing its presence on the European market in
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recent years, which is now further strengthened with the launch of its new all-season

touring tyre. Designed to raise performance and value, the second generation of
Multiseason is the latest addition to the Firestone’s portfolio designed to accommodate all
types of cars and drivers. Firestone says that this new tyre and other recent launches such
as Roadhawk and Vanhawk 2 have seen Firestone become a reference for highly reliable
tyres priced to offer excellent value.

Updated and improved

The company says that the original Firestone Multiseason was recognised as an outstanding
all-season touring tyre. However, Firestone is determined to achieve more with the second
generation of Multiseason. The pattern design and surface-contact area have been
optimised to allow maximum water evacuation in the wet and offer a balanced level of tyre
stiffness in the dry. This was achieved through extensive simulation modelling that was then
validated in the field. The efforts have been rewarded, with braking, in both wet and dry
conditions, showing marked improvements.

Tested by TUV SUD, one of Europe’s most respected independent automotive testing
institutes, the new generation of Multiseason has demonstrated 9% better braking in dry
conditions and 14% in wet conditions. The tyre has also achieved the EU label grade B for
wet grip. The tyre is qualified too for snow performance as certified by the 3 Peak Mountain
Snow Flake (3PMSF) marking, making it compliant with all winter legislations in Europe.

Built to perform in all weather

Following an extensive market research involving more than 15,000 European drivers,
Firestone started developing its new tyre to ensure the new generation of Multiseason
would meet their demands. The insights gained enabled Firestone to design the tyre to
respond to the specific challenges drivers face on a daily basis, such as sudden braking in
the wet.

‘We wanted to offer peace of mind to all drivers with the new generation of Multiseason,’
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explains Laurent Dartoux, Chief Strategy & Marketing Officer at Bridgestone EMEA. “The

roads might be dry when they leave home, wet by the time they arrive at work, and snowy
when they drive home. But with the second generation of Multiseason, drivers will stay safe
and feel in control all year-round regardless the weather conditions may be.’

Improved rolling resistance

Another improvement versus its predecessor, the new generation of Firestone Multiseason
has achieved a good European label grade C in rolling resistance in most sizes and
demonstrates a 20% improvement in mileage.

‘Drivers associate Firestone with tyres they can depend on and offering additional benefits’
says Laurent Dartoux. “This doesn’t just stop after they have made their purchase; drivers
will benefit from reduced fuel costs and an extended tyre life span with the new Multiseason
And since they won’t need to store or switch tyres, they will make further savings on costs
and most certainly benefit from the extra convenience gained.’

An extensive range of sizes

Developed and manufactured in Europe, the new generation of Firestone Multiseason will
be released in selected sizes in June 2019, with additional sizes being made available in
January 2020. With 50 different sizes ranging from 13” to 18”, the new generation of
Multiseason will cover 90% of the market demand as well as 70% in high rim sizes of 17”
and above to accommodate most passenger cars and on road SUVs.

About Firestone

They say, “Our Firestone range of tyres builds on a heritage of strength and reliability
spanning over 100 years. Our iconic brand is also well-known for its musical legacy that
continues today with Firestone LIVE, a series of authentic live music experiences that bring
musicians and music lovers together. Firestone became part of Bridgestone Corporation, the
world’s largest tyre and rubber company, in 1988".
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About Bridgestone in Europe the Middle East and Africa

They say, “For almost 90 years, we’ve been providing the confidence to get people and
goods where they need to go as conveniently as possible, without interruption. That’s as
true today as ever and means we’re trusted where it matters most: where the vehicle meets
the road. We’re brilliant chemists, engineers and data scientists with some of Europe’s most
advanced factories, world-beating technology, and leading R&D investments. We're
uncompromisingly focused on providing real solutions to the real problems that drivers face
on the road every day. We keep them going, no matter what”.
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