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The British Built Toyota Corolla Design 2.0 Hybrid Touring…

…Tried and Tested by Robin Roberts (and Miles Better News
Agency).

The world’s best selling car and most successful British-built model, the Toyota Corolla,
goes from strength to strength. The Corolla name returned to the Toyota lineup for the 12th

generation and replaced the Auris.

Toyota has been building cars in Britain since 1992 when the Burnaston, Derby factory
came on stream as Toyota’s first manufacturing centre in Europe. In June it assembled its
4.5M model, a Corolla Hatchback to add to the over 46M Corolla models built worldwide
since 1966, including 850,000 built in Britain over three decades.
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Toyota’s world leading production system is held up as an example throughout all industries
and its belief in continuous improvement really shows in the current generation.

Today’s range comprises over 30 four-door Saloon, five-door Hatchback and estate Touring
Sports models in a choice of hybrid electric with 1.8 or 2.0 litre petrol engines fitted with
600 v 53 kW or 650 v 80 kW electric motors matched to Continuously Variable Transmission
or six-speed manual gearboxes without hybrid assistance.

There are four trim levels – Icon, Icon Tech, Design and Excel – with additional feature
packs and they run from around £24,185 to over £31,735. Within these you can also get the
competition inspired GR Sport and higher riding Trek trim for the mild off-road users.

Automatic LED headlights, alloy wheels, eCall, heated front seats, reversing camera and
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Toyota Safety Sense are standard on all versions while Design grade majors on added style
and convenience, introducing: 17-inch machined alloy wheels, Rain-sensing wipers, Power-
adjustable heated door mirrors with automatic folding function, Auto-dimming rear-view
mirror, Rear privacy glass, LED front fog lights and optional opening panoramic roof.

The 181 bhp 2.0 hybrid is new to the range and joins the 120 bhp 1.8 petrol hybrid unit
fitted to the Saloon for the first time as well as the Hatchback and Touring Sports versions.

The Touring Sport and Hatchback are built in Burnaston, Derby and the Corolla Saloon
comes from the company’s Turkish plant. The new multi variable platform for the series has
a shorter wheelbase for the Hatchback and similar longer length for the Touring Sports and
Saloon.

The Touring Sport’s suspension has been fine tuned to cope with light or heavy loading and
it’s been introduced for the European market in particular with a strong emphasis on
roadholding. Toyota designed a new multi-link rear suspension for the latest Corolla and the
coil springs are positioned to maximise the Touring Sports loadbed capacity.

Our 2.0 hybrid Corolla Design Touring Sports with CVT is going to become a very popular
addition to the lineup, bringing improved performance as well as an easier driving style
without sacrificing economy.
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The smoothness of the intelligent power-train is mightily impressive, whether left to its own
automatic devices or encouraged along through the sporting side to the gearlever.

The flowing power and creamy changes really make it feel like a much bigger engined car,
but then a glance at the modest fuel consumption confirms you have something special
under your foot and in your hands.

It’s not outstandingly quick but very respectable when accelerating and the motorway
maximum is reached in a little over 9 secs and then it cruises without stress or strain.
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Initial start-up is always electric mode but you can tune that to be eco, normal or sport for
added responsiveness, and the petrol engine slips in almost unnoticed when needed. When
that’s running, the noise is muted after the hum from the electric power system.

Ease off and there’s good retardation from the system; brake and it further increases so you
are always pushing power back into the battery of the self-charging Corolla Hybrid.

Brake feel is progressive and strong while pleasantly smooth and if you appreciate
feedback, the steering beautifully matches the brakes although some may find it too light.
The turning circle is reasonable and there’s no kickback over bad surfaces or vibration at
motorway speed; it just goes where you point it. The handling is good, adhesion is excellent
although it can get a little light at the front end but the ride is very smooth overall and
irrespective of how heavy you load it.
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Loading and access are very good throughout, with a knee-high flat floor, sensibly shaped
and quickly expanded space thanks to 60/40 split seatbacks. For driver and passengers the
head, elbow and headroom is good and seats’ adjustment infront is excellent and
comprehensive.

The front seats are, to my mind, among the best shaped in any car, even a much more
expensive luxury or executive model, because they wrap around you, support and locate the
occupant, and they are very comfortable.
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The driver’s secondary controls are mostly grouped on the wheel spokes or a pair of column
stalks but the large central infotainment display does a multitude of tasks and that can
distract from the road ahead. A few buttons beneath look after heating and ventilation, with
separate front seat heaters on the central tunnel console ahead of the gearlever.

The heating and ventilation system is effective at filling the cabin with air at desired
temperature and distributing it throughout, aided by powered windows throughout. For a
family car I was disappointed by the very limited oddments room for the two/ three in back,
with just very small door bins and a sole pocket on the back of the passenger seat. Infront
there were bigger door bins, decent sized console trays and a neat cubby box which carried
the aux and 12v points.

The smooth powertrain and slippery shape of the Corolla Touring Sports help keep down
noise sources and the most noticeable are sounds from the tyres and suspension, although
they are modest except over really coarse surfaces.

VERDICT

The whole experience behind the wheel of the new 2.0 Hybrid Corolla Touring Sports is one
of sophistication and strong refinement. That comes with continuous improvement over 54
years. No wonder it’s a world-beater.

For: Petrol Electric hybrid powertrain, ride and handling, equipment, access, economy.

Against: Modest oddments space for family car, some blindspots, average performance,
tight for three adult passengers in the rear, distracting infotainment display.
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Mini Milestones and Wheels-Alive tech. Spec. in Brief:

Toyota Corolla Design 2.0 Hybrid Touring

Price: £29,275 (plus £900 pearlescent paint)

Mechanical: 181bhp, 4-cylinder, 2.0-litre petrol engine, hybrid support, CVT auto
transmission

Performance: 112mph, 0-62mph 8.1-seconds,WLTP Combined Cycle 53.3mpg (52mpg
on test), CO2 emissions 119g/km
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Tax costs: BiK company car tax 27%, VED road tax £165/£140

Insurance Group: 21E

Warranty: Five years/100,000 miles

Dimensions/capacities: L 4.65 m (15.26 ft), W 1.79 m (5.87 ft), H 1.44 m (4.72 ft),
boot/load space 581 –1,591 litres (20.55 – 56.19 cu.ft), five doors/five seats
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