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The Genesis GV60 Sport Plus pure battery SUV test driven by Robin
Roberts (and Miles Better News Agency).

To some observers it’s a Bentley, to others an Aston Martin, and some will simply ask what
it is as they have never seen a Genesis on the road.
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Those questions are testament to the design and rarity of the Genesis GV60 pure battery
SUV and they are all good points about this premium sector model from the Hyundai Motor
Group.

Not only does it look very up market, exclusive and sophisticated, but it is in real life.

There are three versions of the GV60; the 168 kW RWD Premium, 234 kW Sport AWD and
the model we evaluated, the 360 kW Sport Plus dual motor AWD. All exclusively use battery
power; they are not hybrids with a petrol engine thrown in for good measure and
practicality. Prices range from £53,905 to £67,505 but add options and the price escalates. 
Our top of the range version cost £75,315.
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The top of range model we tested packs a combined hefty punch of about 490 PS giving it
sports car like acceleration from rest and a very high maximum speed.

This is despite it weighing in at over two tonnes, due to the big battery, twin motors driving
four wheels and a big roomy body.

The weight took the edge off its handling but its roadholding was very good, it slowed
quickly and the steering was a bit vague but nicely weighted although I would have
preferred a more compact turning circle in streets.
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Secondary controls on the steering wheel and column covered the most frequently used
features and they were silent and swift operating as well as convenient. The push button
ignition on the fascia was partly hidden from view but there was no mistaking the revolving
jewel that was the transmission selector on the central console.

This slideshow requires JavaScript.

The controls for the infotainment system were split between the console and a big
touchscreen in the centre of the dashboard, and they were not particularly quick operating
or at times as clear as they could have been when a lot was being shown infront of you. The
driver’s screen was large and very clear by comparison, and its displays changed with the
selection of eco, normal or sport settings on the mode button and accompanying boost
button giving ten seconds of kidney-kicking acceleration.

This slideshow requires JavaScript.

Generally, all the power was delivered very smoothly and quietly, and while the deeply
padded seats with their optional leather covers had a lot of electric adjustment including a
massage function for the driver, heating and cooling there was no getting away from a
sometimes bumpy ride at low speed as the big wheels and tyres coped with poorer surfaces.
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Main roads were not an issue, secondary and side roads a different experience.

The road rumbles and suspension bump-thump probably intruded more noticeably because
of the lack of powertrain noise, near absence of wind ruffling and any other mechanical
noises.

Visibility was generally very good with low waistline and big windows, particularly infront,
bright long range headlights with auto dip and extremely good front wipers but nothing on
the back window which seemed odd. Our test car was fitted with additional rear view
cameras in the door mirrors and sensing system and had a massive sunroof which gave a
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very open-air feeling to the interior.

Access to the cabin was easy with wide opening doors and a high lifting powered fifth door
to the luggage area, which was wide and deep over the compartment for the power-
charging and breakdown kits.

We charged the GV60 numerous times and if you find a 150 kW charger or higher those are
the best, even if they are not cheap. A rare 350 kW point will boost the battery to 80% in
under 20 minutes, a 50 kW box takes over an hour while a normal AC wallbox is over 7
hours and a familiar domestic point would tie up the car for 34 hrs. Yes, a day and a half.
(See my recent electric avenue story about the GV60 on a long journey and finding
recharging points that work).

VERDICT
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In today’s world, the Genesis GV60 SUV is extremely eye-catching, highly sophisticated and
comfortable with a useful range between re-boosts. It’s not cheap but it’s very good (if only
the UK’s charging network was as good or as reliable).

For: Sophisticated, comfortable, very roomy and extremely smooth powertrain with good
steering, brakes and roadholding.

Against: Surprising amount of road noise, big turning circle, fiddly infotainment system,
didn’t feel agile due to weight.
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FAST FACTS

Genesis GV60 Sport Plus EV pure electric SUV

Price: £75,315

Mechanical: 77.4 kWh battery, 180 KW dual motors, single ratio, AWD

Max Speed: 146 mph
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0 – 62 mph:  4.0 sec

Range: 240 miles approx. on test

Insurance Group: 49

C02 emissions:  Zero

Tax costs: Bik rating 2%, current VED £Zero FY, £Zero SR

Warranty:  5 years/ unlimited miles

Size: L 4.52 m (14.83 ft), W 1.90 m (6.23 ft), H 1.58 m (5.18 ft)

Bootspace: 432 to 1,550 litres (15.25 to 54.73 cu.ft)

Kerbweight: 2,095 kg (4,618 lb)
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