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CTEK CT5 ‘TIME TO GO’ battery charger.

Perhaps surprisingly, summer can take more out of your car’s
battery than winter. Vehicle charging specialist CTEK tells us why,
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and advises how to avoid problems…

(All words and photographs from CTEK).

Many motorists know the importance of regular maintenance on their vehicle in preparation
for the winter months, but many more are placing their car at risk of breakdown during the
summer months due to a lack of maintenance at this time of year. That’s according to CTEK
– who say that they are the leading global brand in the care and maintenance of vehicle
batteries.

Summer heat is tougher on car batteries than the winter chill.  With the warmer weather
upon us at last, and the ongoing threat of heatwaves forecast for the UK, motorists should
be making sure that their vehicle is protected against the summer heat.  It may seem
counterintuitive, but higher temperatures have a greater impact on the power-generating
chemistry inside a battery.

Excessive heat causes the water in your battery’s electrolyte fluid to evaporate, weakening
the battery’s charge and causing plate corrosion. This eventually leads to sulphation, or
crystals forming on the battery’s plates, which can make your battery unusable.  And with
these challenges, it’s easy to think that that charging your battery over the summer months
is the last thing you need to do. Mark Poole, CTEK Sales Manager explains how you can
beat the heat and keep your vehicle running all summer long.

“The warmer the environment, the faster the rate of self-discharge: for example, a battery
being stored at an average temperature of 27°C will discharge at a rate of 4% per week.
Whereas a lead acid battery being stored at 18°C will only discharge at a rate of
approximately 3% per month.

Heat gives you a false sense of security when it comes to the state of your battery during the
summer months. It is easy to think that everything is OK – however, that may not be the
case.  Even if the battery is not maintained during the warmer weather, it will still be able to
start the vehicle because it doesn’t need as much energy to get the engine started, but if
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motorists don’t realise that their battery is becoming discharged in the heat, it could result
in a flat battery the moment temperatures begin to drop.”

It’s vital to maintain voltage whatever the weather.  If your battery falls below 12.4V, a
chemical reaction called sulphation will start to happen. This is where lead sulphate crystals
start to build up on the battery plates, degrading the battery, reducing battery capacity and
cranking potential. Your vehicle will easily start if the battery is at 12.4V but beware, your
battery is already dying.

You can also risk overcharging your battery in the warmer weather. Delivering an
uncontrolled charge risks fluid loss through overheating or ‘boiling’, meaning that the
battery will become unusable due to dried-out cells. If temperatures reach 25 degrees
Celsius and above, batteries should be charged at a lower voltage to avoid this.”

Not only is it important to charge over the summer, it’s also important to charge with the
right charger to protect against over-charging. The groundbreaking CT5 TIME TO GO
battery charger and maintainer is easy to use and fully automatic, so it can be connected
directly to the battery indefinitely, if required, and it won’t over or under charge.  It also has
built-In temperature compensation along with advanced technology to give you three
charging and maintenance programs – Normal, AGM and Recond.
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The CTEK CT5 TIME TO GO is a world first because it answers the question ‘When will my
battery be fully charged?’ This means you can plan your day around your battery charging
because the CT5 TIME TO GO gives you an accurate prediction of the remaining charging
time in hours. Not only that, it’ll also tell you when you can safely try to start your vehicle
before the battery is fully charged.

It has a recommended retail price of £100.

To find out more about the CTEK CT5 TIME TO GO visit:
https://www.ctek.com/ct5-time-to-go-uk

ABOUT CTEK – THEY TELL US:

Established in Dalarna, Sweden, CTEK is the leading global brand in vehicle charging
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solutions.
CTEK offers products ranging from 12V and 24V battery chargers to charging solutions for
electrical vehicles. CTEK’s E-mobility solutions range from individual EV chargers to larger
corporate and commercial installations with multiple charging stations, that require load
balancing and integrate seamlessly with monitoring and payment equipment.
CTEK’s products are sold via a carefully selected network of global distributors and
retailers: as original equipment; supplied to more than 50 of the world’s leading vehicle
manufacturers; and through charge point operators, property owners and other
organisations/individuals providing EV charging infrastructure.
CTEK takes pride in its unique culture based on a passion for innovation and a deep
commitment to supporting the transition to a greener mobility, by adhering to industry
leading ESG standards.
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