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Animal ‘enrichment’ at Chester Zoo helped by fire
hoses donated by Vauxhall’s Ellesmere Port plant
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James Stork, Elephant Keeper, Chester Zoo, and Diane Miller, Plant Director, Ellesmere
Port, with one of the fire hoses to be repurposed.

‘Time-expired’ fire hoses from Vauxhall’s Ellesmere Port factory
help Chester Zoo’s animal keepers to enrich the lives of the animals
that they care for…

Vauxhall tells us:

https://www.wheels-alive.co.uk/animal-enrichment-at-chester-zoo-helped-by-fire-hoses-donated-by-vauxhalls-ellesmere-port-plant/
https://www.wheels-alive.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/JamesStork-ElephantKeeperChesterZooandDianeMillerPlantDirectorEllesmerePort-copy.jpg
http://www.wheels-alive.co.uk


www.wheels-alive.co.uk

Vauxhall’s Ellesmere Port manufacturing plant donates 50 fire hoses to Chester Zoo; these
old fire hoses are able to be repurposed to make hammocks and foraging tools, and provide
climbing opportunities for zoo animals. Ellesmere Port is currently undergoing a £100
million transformation to become the first Stellantis plant to produce solely battery-electric
models.

Luton – As Vauxhall starts its transformation of its Ellesmere Port plant into a purely
electric vehicle manufacturing site, it has donated 50 fire hoses to Chester Zoo, which will
be re-purposed to make hammocks, foraging tools and provide climbing opportunities for
the animals at the charity zoo.
As part of the plant upgrade, Vauxhall was looking for ways to repurpose the 50ft long hoses
which had reached the end of their life for firefighting capabilities. Following conversations
with nearby Chester Zoo, the hoses will now become a regular site in the zoo’s elephant and
ape habitats, fulfilling a diverse range of uses.

In the ape habitats, zookeepers will use the hoses to create hammocks, as well as cutting up
the hoses to create puzzle balls with peanut butter and jam inside for the primates to
extract, encouraging them to work for their food.

The hoses will also become a key tool for keepers caring for the zoo’s herd of Asian
elephants. Acting as a foraging tool, the hoses will be attached to logs so the elephants can
throw them around, while the keepers will also employ them as training aids.

Diane Miller, Plant Director, Ellesmere Port, said: “We’re happy to be able to support
Chester Zoo with this donation of fire hoses, and look forward to seeing them being enjoyed
by the animals. As we transform Ellesmere Port into a plant producing solely battery electric
vehicles, it’s great to be able to re- purpose old materials in a sustainable way that also
benefits an important charity.”

Dr Nick Davis, Deputy Curator of Mammals, Chester Zoo, said: “At Chester Zoo our animal
keeper teams are always looking at innovative ways to provide additional stimulation for the
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animals. The challenge is finding the right sorts of materials, but one tried and tested
material is a fire hose due to its toughness and durability.

It can be used in a variety of ways including being crafted into hammocks for large
primates, giant puzzle balls to hide food inside, or just fixed around various habitats to
provide even more climbing opportunities. As a major wildlife charity we’re grateful for this
donation from Vauxhall.”

Last year, Stellantis announced a £100 million investment in Vauxhall’s Ellesmere Port
manufacturing plant to transform the site for a new era in electric vehicle manufacturing. In
the coming months, Ellesmere Port will become the first Stellantis plant to produce a solely
battery-electric model, in both commercial and passenger versions, including the Combo-e
and Combo-e Life, for both domestic and export markets.

ABOUT VAUXHALL MOTORS

Vauxhall Motors started making vehicles in the UK in 1903. Today, as the oldest and most
familiar of Britain’s automotive manufacturers, its philosophy is to build vehicles that are
relevant to all. Vauxhall’s two manufacturing plants in Ellesmere Port and Luton produced
120,000 cars and vans in 2019, and its sales accounted for 7.5 per cent of the UK market.

Vauxhall is part of Stellantis NV, a global leader created for the new era of sustainable
mobility as a result of the merger between Groupe PSA and FCA Group in January 2021.
Vauxhall is a leader in electrification – as of 2021 it is one of the first manufacturers to offer
fully electric versions of all its vans. By 2024, all Vauxhall cars and vans will be available
with an electrified version. By 2028, Vauxhall has committed to only selling fully electric
vehicles. Info: www.vauxhall.co.uk

CHESTER ZOO

Chester Zoo (chesterzoo.org) is a registered conservation and education charity.
It’s home to almost 20,000 animals and more than 500 different species, many of which are
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endangered in the wild.
The zoo also supports field projects in 20 countries around the world, as well as closer to
home in the UK, preventing the extinction of highly threatened species.
The zoo has a vital role in inspiring and educating people about the natural world and the
impact humans have on it – creating and nurturing the conservationist in us all.
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